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Reconsider of the "Sotetsu Jigoku" from Combination of Various
Subsistence in Tokunoshima Island, Japan : A gap between
the constructed historical perspective and the historical

perceptions in a community.

Tatsuya KINJO, Akira TERABAYASHI

The purpose of this paper is to reconsider of the historical perspective of the

"Sotetsu Jigoku" from actual use of the Sotetsu(cycas revoluta: Japanese sago palm) in
Nansei-shoto(Nansei Islands: southweastern islands off Kyusyu and in the Okinawan

archipelago).
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"Sotetsu Jigoku" is supposed to be obvious historical perspective as one of the
contemporary-modern history in the Nansei-shoto. However, historical perspective of
"Sotetsu Jigoku" does not fit when viewed from the praxis of the community. Therefore,
obvious historical perspective as the "Sotetsu Jigoku" should be reconsider. It should be
consider from the praxis in a community, and then should be repositioning the historical
perspective that has been clarified based on the plural values in a community.

First, in this paper, we have clarified the process that historical concept is constructed
while reviewing the term of the "Sotetsu Jigoku" is described by the media and historical
materials. Next, we were repositioned the sotetsu use from the case study of combination
of various subsistence in Tokunoshima Island. And then, we were reconsider the historical
perspective about sotetsu from the praxis in the community.

As a result, we could clarify historical perception about sotetsu use from combination of
various subsistence in a community. It was different from historical concepts as a "Sotetsu
Jigoku".

We could be reconsider historical perspective and historical perception rooted in a

community when was clarified historical perception based on plural values.

Key words : "Sotetsu Jigoku", The constructed historical perspective, Sotetsu, Combination

of various subsistence, Plural values
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