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Worship of Ong Tao in Hue, Vietnam

Naoko NABETA

Abstract

Ong Tao is a tutelary deity of the kitchen furnace in Vietnam. Ong Tao rituals are performed
nationwide in Vietnam, as Ong Tao is one of the most important deities for the Kinh people of
Vietnam. When the custom of worship of the tutelary deity of the kitchen furnace was introduced
from China into Vietnam, the Kinh people created three deities to represent Ong Tao in Vietnam
and the ways of worship, including ritual practices, diversified as they developed in different
regions of Vietnam.

In this paper, I illustrate the characteristics of Ong Tao worship in Hue that are both a
continuation of old traditional religious observance and newer forms unique to Hue, through
a comparison with other regions of Vietnam by both literature study and field survey. The
characteristics of Ong Tao in Hue are considered through the historical background and the
concepts of Ong Tao among the contemporary people, including the ambiguous nature of the

deity as both a "tutelary" and a "bringer of natural disasters".
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