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A study about “the principal of the relation between ‘public’ and
‘individual’”” in The Fundamental Law of Education
—from the point of view of (Okinawa) —

MORITA, Mitsuo

We have the disasterous history of the Pacific War including the Battle of Okinawa. In the
process “The Imperial Rescript on Education (1890)” which regulated an idea of education and also
national morals under the military regime ; should emergency arise, offer yourselves courageously
to the State ; played a primal role. It drove a whole nation who was indoctrinated with a narrow-
minded patriotism into the war where “a person is to kill other persons or they kill him .” That
meant the nation treated him as an instrument for its pursuit of militarism. That also meant con-
tradiction between the modern state (‘public’) and the dignity of an person (‘individual’).

After the war we searched its conscience. And it was The Fundamental Law of Education
(1947) that was enacted to realize the ideal of pacifism and democracy in the Constitution of Japan
by the power of education.

However some are trying to revise the law. The main point of argument is to force a per-
son to give his service which should be based on his free will. They aims to put him into the
system by that.

Therefore we have to consider the spirit of The Fundamental Law of Education now.
Especially the relation between ‘public’ and ‘individual’ in education.. Thus this paper clarify the
contemporary significance of The Fundamental Law of Education (1947) by consideration of the
issue. I approuch the question by viewing the reality of education in Okinawa, because it collec-
tively has reflected the situation of education in this whole country. And I review the will of the

legislator of the law.



