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Building up continuous activities of environmental conservation by utilizing environmental funds 

 – a case of initiatives by tourism-related organizations in Miyakojima, Okinawa 

Kaoru  UEZU 

    The objective of this study was to elucidate the characteristics of environmental conservation activities utilizing 

environmental funds in remote-island tourism areas and the sustainability of such activities, taking examples from two 

organizations administering environmental fund in Miyakojima, Okinawa. As a result of this study, the following points have 

been clarified: 

    First, if environmental funds are managed and administered mainly by volunteer activities, it is difficult to undertake 

large-scale projects, making it harder to maintain continuous activities. That is, it will be difficult for them to continuously

support environmental conservation activities. 

    Secondly, environmental funds in remote-island tourism areas that have environmental conservation as their objective 

are recognized only after tourists visit the tourism sites, since those funds are not very well-known outside the tourist areas

where they are based. Also, more funds can be raised by calling for donations in events or asking for donations from 

companies, rather than setting up fundraising boxes at tourism-related or public institutions. 

    As the third point, grant applicants to the environmental funds tend to decrease over time after the establishment of those

funds as applicants find it cumbersome to draw up application forms for grants, or as the degree of recognition lowers for the 

environmental funds. 

    In order to implement environmental protection activities in a continuous manner, it is necessary to seek cooperation of 

various organizations aside from environmental protection groups. To realize this, there is a need to introduce community 

businesses that solve regional problems with approaches used by private companies. 


