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The current status of whaling and fishery:
the statistics and analysis of production since 2010 through 2013
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Abstract
Lamalera is a village of whalers located on the southern coast of Lembata island in East
Indonesia. The villagers hunt sperm whales, devil rays and other fisheries products from
peledang, a wooden sail boat, using hand-thrown harpoons. They maintain an economic system
of barter by exchanging those fisheries products for agricultural products from the interior
regions of Lembata. The whaling culture of Lamalera thus stands on a co-reliance between
agricultural workers from the interior and traditional whalers living on the coast.

The author researches the whaling culture of Lamalera since 1994 and the study of
acculturation has been included within the entire research. The drift net fishing during night
time using power boat distributed since 2010. Whaling method cannot avoid the change if
the modernization of fishery proceeds. The yearly observation on the process and the effect of
modernization is needed. This paper shows the changes in fishery by reporting the detailed
statistic data of whaling and fishery. And then the current whaling culture of Lamalera is

critically reviewed.



