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Reading and Composition of a Haiku in Junior High School

Chieko TOUBARU
Osamu MATSUMOTO

Abstract

Haiku lessons in junior school are, more often than not, criticized as being highly
knowledge-oriented that could prevent students from appreciating its artistic aspect. In
order to improve haiku lessons in junior high school, therefore, the author designed a
lesson based on the following four points: 1) to create an effective material, by adapting
one of Soseki’s works, which offers meaningful tasks, 2) to create the process in which
students find linguistic values in the material, 3) to provide the opportunity in which
students exchange the values they find in the material, 4) to provide the process that
help students create their own haikus.

This paper first describes the lesson the author conducted, applying the four points
above. In the class, at least two accomplishments were observed: 1) students were able
to find the linguistic values in the material, 2) students were able to share the values
they found in the material through discussion. Based on the analysis of the class, the
paper then discusses the effects of the lesson and proposes some tips to improve haiku

lessons in junior high school.



