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Study on the Date of “Shimakusarashi Ritual” in the Ryukyu Islands

Focus on Analysis of Cases and Comparative Verification with Previous Researches

Moriaki MIYAHIRA

Abstract

This study is focusing on the performance date of "Shimakusarashi ritual” in the
Ryukyu Islands. The complete enumeration had been done for this ritual from 2002 to
2013. The case groups were divided into these four groups ; the month, the number of
times in one year, the cycle of the multi-year period and the temporary cases. These
groups were compared and inspected with the previous researches.

The results of the analysis, each group shows that there are rich in variations and
notable regional differences in the dates of performances. Although previous studies
explain that this ritual mainly have been conducted in either February or August or
December, they are not occurring in whole Ryukyu Islands but in the middle south part
of the Ryukyu main island. Therefore, it is necessary to indicate the specific regions
when it would be mentioned the implemented month of Shimakusarashi ritual.

Additionally, it is revealed that the distribution map of Temporary rituals in
Amami islands and Ryukyu islands is an epitome map of nationwide Japan’s map of
it. In the cases of temporary rituals for disaster prevention are especially prominent
on the remote islands of Ryukyu’s. Juro Ono pointed the temporary “Shimakusarashi
ritual” have not to be conducted throughout Japan, but only been seen in Amami
islands and Ryukyu islands as a result that it is remained as an ancient ritual in the
periphery islands [Ono 1979 23].



