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Use of the
Okinawan Language by High School Students in Okinawa Prefecture :

Transforming Words and Surviving Words

Makiko SHO
Kayoko SASAKI

Abstract

In order to check how young people who come from Okinawa use the Okinawan
language, this survey, which consists of one part where participants selected answers
on two kinds of multiple-choice questionnaires and another where students supplied
their own short answers, was conducted on first-year and third-year students of 47
full-time senior high schools in Okinawa Prefecture, not including the Miyako and
Yaeyama regions, from 2011 to 2012.

This paper first surveys the overall situation from the statistical results and
then analyzes the results of student-generated answers. Furthermore, it compares
the results with Nohara (1996), which collected and analyzed the young Okinawans’
words. The conclusion examines inherited words and transforming words, or words
whose meaning has changed.

The Okinawan dialect is faced with the threat of extinction, and the statistical
results of this survey showed that the possibility that the use of dialect will pass to
the next generation appears to be low. Even so, according to the high school students’
written answers, there is some possibility, as was pointed out by Nohara. In addition to
words that were traditional dialect, there are new words that are compounds of dialect
and standard Japanese, and words that are going to remain because part of the word
becomes standard Japanese. As Inoue (2008) mentioned, it is correct to say that dialect
power still exists.
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