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Do Foreigners Understand Local Words?:
Comparing the Results with Research on High School Students in Okinawa
Makiko SHO
Kayoko SASAKI
Abstract

The authors have been investigating since December 2015 whether foreigners living in Okinawa
Prefecture understand and use the Okinawan language.

This paper summarizes the interim results and compares them with the authors' previous findings
for high school students in the prefecture. Foreigners living in Okinawa and the high school students had
in common their high usage rates of uchina yamato guchi, the Okinawan language, but low usage rates of
dialects of it.

The foreigners and high school students were different in that the former had very limited

comprehension of dialect, but the students did have some understanding of it.
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