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Reviewing “Research Projects and Databases about Intangible Cultural Heritage

after Great East Japan Earthquake”
Takashi OIKAWA

Abstract

After Great East Japan Earthquake, some teams of cultural anthropologists, folklorists and
sociologists had researched intangible cultural heritages (ICH) and local community in the disaster area.
I review two databases which are constructed by their research results to consider how will folklorists be
able to contribute to society in this paper. The first, “Miyashinbun”, is card-type database consisting of
many field notes and pictures. It provides enormous texts which mainly based interviews in the disaster
area to represent circumstances of the intangible cultural heritages and local community after tsunami.
The second, “Intangible cultural heritage MAP”, is semi relational database which based a map of Tohoku
area to represent the distribution of ICH. It includes the information about reconstruction stage of ICH.
Because of this, we can know how is the restorations process going to progress, however this database is
able to provide only limited information because it based not a fieldwork but anamnestic texts picked up
from books, academic reports, news and internet websites. As a first impression, users would be feel to be
difficult to use these databases because of the variability of information in it. In this paper, I would suggest

to integrate qualitative research and quantitative research to handle databases.



