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A case study of an Okinawan priestess

KATAMOTO, Eri

In Japan, people-Women, housewives in particular- had made big effort to release themselves from
the way of life which sacrifices themselves for their community. On the one hand, they made some
achievement, but on the other hand, they began to feel a kind of anxiety and loneliness they had never
experienced before.

This paper reports what had been happened between a priestess of northern part of Okinawa Island
(called ‘Ms. C."in this paper) and the author from 1999 to 2002 , to make a study of the relationships
between individual and community today through her way of life ;

She behaved perfectly as a priestess and sacrificed herself for her mission. In 1999, the author took
part in some ritual in the village, deeply moved by the prayer they made deeply bowed down to the
ground. In 2000, the author had moved in to Ms. C’s village. Ms. C. had asked many people to take care
of her secretly. Playing Okinawan classical music (Uta-sanshin; singing classical songs with playing
sanshin, Okinawan traditional musical instrument) was a great help for her to take part in ceremonies
and go into the local cultures. Ms. C. had so pleased and encouraged to play Sanshin. The Author was
invited to play Sanshin at the celebration of completing Asagi(a kind of structure to make ancestors or
Gods welcome) in Ms. C’s village, but she couldn’ t because she had to go to training camp for
examination of Sanshin that day. Ms. C. fell down at the end of that ceremony and died that night. In
2002, the author had a dream which she was caught in a trap and going to be a scapegoat for boys’ riot
of Ms. C’s village. She awoke indicated that she may survive by behaving not as a priestess, nor a
mother of the village, but as a counselor. There are neither pressures nor support, guidelines for modern
people in their community into which the member was incorporated automatically by birth or marriage.
They won’ t choose the way of life like Ms. C. or manage their community on the basis of sacrificed
people like Ms. C. today. People prefer to select the community to belong to, and communities select
the member to accept. The author had lost when Ms. C. died both her guru and mother who sacrifice
herself to satisfy her. She has to continue to confront her theme; to watch the relationships between the
community and individuals with her own eyes and to narrate with her own voice. That theme is same as

emphasized through her training of Sanshin. And many modern people may have same theme as her.

Key words: community, priestess, killing mother of oneself, sacrifices oneself for the community
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