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The reality of the polytechnism education
practices in Germany

— The case of “the productive work of the students” at the beginning of the 1970s —

Kazunori Mimura

Abstract

I read deeply the official documents which were opened to the public after reunification of
Germany, and I tried to clarify the reality of the polytechnism education practiced in East
Germany.

Some of the realities came to light from three documents written about “the productive
work of the students” at the beginning of the 1970s.

The possibilities, the targets, and the abundant practice means on the education which “the
productive work of the students” has were not brought out well, did not realize and were
not used well, the reason of which is that the polytechnism education was a new principle of
education and the teachers trained completely were very few.

Moreover, the factors of the unsmooth progress of “the productive work of the
students” were that the student's age didn't reach the application age for workmen's-
accident preventive law, and that machines did not suit the student's small physique.

In addition, some new knowledge of the curriculum, the teachers, the equipment and the

management solutions about “the productive work of the students” have become clear.

Keywords : the polytechnism education, the productive work of the students, East Germany
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