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The Battle of Okinawa War Narrative Families Assistance Act
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Abstract

The crux of the problem of using the term “group self-termination” to describe the
Okinawan battle victims is that it allows the Japanese government and the Imperial
military to evade taking responsibility for the war. In other words, when recording the
oral history of war experiences, or when relaying ones own experiences, use of the ex-
pression “group self-termination” is not a trivial choice of words. Rather, it implies ac-
ceptance of the “unified military-civilian front” mythology, which is based upon “Yasu
kuni ideology.” Thus, unless a clear distinction between the concept of “group self-ter
mination” as delineated in the Assistance Act and the concept of “compulsory group
suicide” (military murder by proxy), an accurate depiction of the civilian casualties of

the battle of Okinawa will not be possible.
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