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The Preservation and Use of Wartime Ruins in Okinawa :
—Focus on the Official Designation of Wartime Ruins as Cultural Assets—
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[Abstract]

In recent years, the preservation of wartime ruins has received increasing attention.
The role of wartime ruins as witnesses to war becomes increasingly important as the
numbers of actual war survivors decrease year-by-year. In this paper, the writer
discusses the history of efforts nationwide to gain official recognition for war ruins.
Further, the efforts to gain recognition for the underground Haebaru Imperial Army
Field Hospital in the town of Haebaru in Okinawa, as well as the establishment of a
park adjacent to the hospital site are discussed in detail as an example of an advanced
case of preservation and use of wartime ruins. Further, the conditions of wartime

ruins preservation in Okinawa are placed in a wider national context as preservation



efforts increase. Wartime ruins in Okinawa from the Second World War have become
“living witnesses” which continue to convey the facts of the war as actual human
witnesses slowly disappear. The importance of official recognition for the preservation

and use of wartime ruins is, thus, indispensable.
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