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The Problem of “Yasukuni Shrine Joint Memorialization”
in the Era of American Military Rule in Okinawa :
—Breaking Free of the “Yasukuni-ization of Okinawa” —

Masaie ISHIHARA
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[Abstract]

Immediately after New Years in 2008, Okinawa made the headlines due to a lawsuit
filed to remove Okinawans from the “Yasukuni Shrine Joint Memorial.” Sixty-three
years after the war’s end, this came about in the milieu of a renewed examination of
actual war experiences, and a changing consciousness of those who directly
experienced the war. This writer had been gathering oral accounts of war experiences
since about 1970, but had only just begun a theoretical analysis of the data collected
when learning of the lawsuit to remove Okinawans from the Yasukuni Joint Memorial.
However, this writer had begun grappling with the problem of the interplay between
Okinawan war expetiences and Yasukuni Shrine Joint Memorial, initially by collecting
research materials beginning in April of 2005, and subsequently by producing a paper
in March, 2006 titled “The Battle of Okinawa War Narrative as Manufactured by the
Bereaved Families Assistance Act.” In this paper, the writer argues that the Bereaved
Families Assistance Act was enacted amidst fierce debate in the Japanese Diet, but
during the process of enactment Japan lost an opportunity to clarify its war
responsibility, and due to the fact that the Bereaved Families Assistance Act was also
applied to Okinawa, it is the writers intention to make clear that Okinawa has thus

been effectively “Yasukuni-ized.”
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