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1. John Montague, The Rough Field (1972).

A GRAFTED TONGUE

(Dumb,
bloodied, the severed
head now chokes to

speak another tongue—

As in
a long suppressed dream,
some stuttering garb-

led ordeal of my own)

An Irish
child weeps at school
repeating its English.

After each mistake

The master
gouges another mark
on the tally stick

hung about its neck

Like a bell
on a cow, a hobble
on a straying goat.

To slur and stumble

In shame
the altered syllables
of your own name;

to stray sadly home

And find
the turf-cured width
of your parent’s hearth

growing slowly alien:

In cabin
and field, they still
speak the old tongue.

You may greet no one.

To grow
a second tongue, as
harsh a humiliation

as twice to be born.

Decades later
that child’s grandchildren’s
speech stumbles over lost

syllables of an old order.



2. Thomas Davis

LAMENT FOR THE DEATH OF EOGHAN RUADH O’NEILL

“Did they dare, did They dare, to slay Eoghan Ruadh O’Neill?”
“Yes, they slew with poison him, they feared to meet with steel.”
“May God wither up their hearts! May their blood cease to flow!”
“May they walk in living death, who poisoned Eoghan Ruadh!”

VII

We thought you would not die — we were sure you would not go,
And leave us in our utmost need to Cromwell’s cruel blow —
Sheep without a shepherd, when the snow shuts out the sky —
Oh! why did you leave us, Eoghan? Why did you die?

VIl
“Soft as woman’s was your voice, O’Neill! bright was your eye,
Oh! why did you leave us, Eoghan? Why did you die?

Your troubles are all over, you're at rest with God on high,
But we're slaves, and we're orphans, Eoghan! — why didst thou die?”



3. W.B. Yeats, The Collected Poems of W.B. Yeats, Macmillan, 1961.

EASTER 1916

I have met them at close of day
Coming with vivid faces

From counter or desk among grey
Eighteenth-century houses. )

I have passed with a nod of the head
Or polite meaningless words,

Or have lingered awhile and said
Polite meaningless words,

And Thought before I had done
Of a mocking tale or a gibe

To please a companion

Around the fire at the club,
Being certain that they and I

But lived where motley is worn:
All changed, changed utterly:

A terrible beauty is born.

That woman’s days were spent
In ignorant good-will,

Her nights in argument

Until her voice grew shrill.

What voice more sweet than hers
When, young and beautiful,

She rode to harriers?

This man had kept a school

And rode our wingéd horse;

This other his helper and friend
Was coming into his force;

He might have won fame in the end,
So sensitive his nature seemed,
So daring and sweet his thought.
This other man I had dreamed

A drunken, vainglorious lout.

He had done most bitter wrong
To some who are near my heart,
Yet I number him in the song;
He, too, has resigned his part

In the casual comedy;

He, too, as been changed in his turn,
Transformed utterly:

A terrible beauty is born.

Hearts with one purpose alone
Through summer and winter seem
Enchanted to a stone.

To trouble the living stream.

The horse that comes from the road,
The rider, the birds that range
From cloud to tumbling cloud,
Minute by minute they change;

A shadow of cloud on the stream
Changes minute by minute;

A horse-hoof slides on the brim,
And a horse plashes within it;
The long-legged moor-hens dive,
And hens to moor-cocks call;
Minute by minute they live:

The stone’s in the midst of all.

Too long a sacrifice
Can make a stone of the heart.
O when may it suffice?
That is Heaven’s part, our part
To murmur name upon name,
As a mother names her child
When sleep at last has come
On limbs that had run wild.
What is it but nightfall?
No, no, not night but death;
Was it needless death after all?
For England may keep faith
For all that is done and said.
We know their dream; enough
To know they dreamed and are dead;
And what if excess of love
Bewildered them till they died?
I write it out in a verse —
MacDonagh and MacBride
And Connolly and Pearse
Now and in time to be,
Are changed, changed utterly:
A terrible beauty is born.
September 25, 1916



4. Douglas Hyde, “The Necessity for De—AngliéiSing Ireland” (1892).

“I wish to show you that in Anglicising ourselves wholesale we have thrown away with
a light heart the best claim which we have upon the world’s recognition of us as a separate

nationality.”
“In order to de-Anglicise ourselves we must at once arrest the decay of the language.”

“...we shall become what, I fear, we are largely at present, a nation of imitators, the
Japanese of western Europe, lost to the power of native initiative and alive only to second-

hand assimilation.”
5. W.B. Yeats, a letter to the editor of the United Ireland, Dec. 17, 1892.

“Let us by all means prevent the decay of the language where we can, and preserve it al-
ways among us as a learned language to be a fountain of nationality in our midst, but do
not let us base upon it our hopes of nationhood. When we remember the majesty of
Cuchullin and the beauty of Deirdre we should not forget that it is that majesty and that

beauty which are immortal, and not the perishing tongue that first told of them.”
6. W.B. Yeats, a letter to the National Observer, Feb. 28, 1891.

“Certainly such stories are not a criticism of life but rather an extension, thereby much
more closely resembling Homer than that last phase of ‘the improving book,” a social
drama by Henrik Ibsen. They are an existence and not a thought, and make our world of

tea-tables seem but a shabby penumbra.”
7. F.S.L. Lyons, Ireland after the Famine, Fortuna, 1973, p. 245.

“Yet, although nothing can take from the quality of their achievement, those who made it

possible were in the long run the losers in the baitle of the two civilisations.”

8. P.L. Henry, “Anglo-Irish and Its Irish Background,” The English Language in Ireland,
edited by Diarmaid O Muirithe, Dublin: The Mercier Press, 1977, p. 22.

“From the middle of the nineteenth century flight became the keyword, flight from the

land, from the country, from the language.”
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12 Sean O’Failain, The Irish, New York: Penguin Books, 1980.

“I have recounted in my autobiography how an Abbey Theatre play lifted the cataract of
my eyes at the age of fifteen. Before that I had seen nothing but plays brought to Cork
‘straight from the West End’.... This play, Patriots by Lenox Robinson, is not a great
play; but to me it was a revealing and exciting experience, because it dealt not with adul-
tery in St. John’s Wood or..., but with ordinary Irish peasants, small-town shopkeepers and
farming folk any of whom could have been one of my uncles or aunts.... When the curtain
fell in the Cork Opera House, that wet night in 1915, I was ready to explore, to respond to,

for the first time to see the actuality of life in Ireland.”
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