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Abstract

In order to check how young Okinawans use the Okinawan language and comprehend it, the
survey, which consisted of one part where participants selected from multiple-choice answers and
another where students supplied their own short answers, was conducted on 432 students from
four universities in Okinawa. The study produced the following results: @ the Okinawa-Japanese
dialect, Uchina yamato guchi, was used more than the Okinawan dialect, Hougen; @ Words within
the Okinawa-Japanese dialect that originally came from Hougen were used less frequently; When
speaking Hougen, the subjects more frequently used dialect words that could be easily combined with
Japanese words or words that could be used with standard Japanese; @ Even when speakers intended
to use Hougen, they tended to insert dialect words into standard Japanese sentences.
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