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Abstract

In 1993, a Japanese education minor degree option was established at the Okinawa
International University (OKIU). After the “Plan to Accept 100,000 Foreign Students,”
pursued by the national government, achieved its goal in 2003, the number of international
students in Japan increased, and training Japanese language teachers became an urgent
matter. Teacher training has progressed since the program started at OKIU, and according
to social conditions, the curriculum has been reorganized according to the needs of learners.
The number of students who enroll has continued increasing year by year since there are a
lot of students who have wanted to become Japanese language teachers.

However, for the past 24 years, there had been no follow-up studies of the opinions of
former students about the curriculum of the Japanese language education major and minor
programs at this university.

This paper will report on the results of a questionnaire given to Japanese education
minor degree students who formerly completed the program and deals with various questions
related to Japanese language education and Japanese language teachers. Based on the results
of the questionnaire, it will then identify past and present conditions and issues to address in
seeking to improve Japanese language education in the Department of British and American
Language and Culture.
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