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Western countries expanded into East Asia in the wake of the Opium War. This movement affected
The Ryukyu Kingdom as well. The government of the Ryukyu Kingdom used to negotiate with western
ships by using fictional names and organisations. Earlier studies point out that there was a shift from
pseudonyms to real names used by the Ryukyu government during this period. This paper will present
examples from the period after the Convention was signed and reexamine the characteristics of fictional
organisations adopted by the Ryukyu Kingdom.

The main points of this paper are as follows. The Ryukyu Kingdom used its real name for countries
with which they had made a treaty. However, they used pseudonyms for countries with which they did
not have any treaties before.

Thus, the Ryukyus used either their real names or pseudonyms, depending on the countries they dealt

with.
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