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Preliminary Research on Population Dynamics in Early Modern
Ryukyu as Seen through the Inscriptions on Funerary Jars
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Abstract

This paper presents the preliminary steps of a research the aim of which is to approach
the population dynamics of Early Modern Ryukyu, and especially mortality crises,
through the inscriptions found on funerary jars unearthed from archaeological sites. This
paper will consider the possible methods, as well as their shortcomings and issues, that
can be undertaken to address population studies through material related to funerary
practices (essentially funerary jars).

The data includes 610 funerary jar inscriptions mentioning the year of death, spanning
from 1730 to 1925, a period presenting an abundant corpus of inscriptions. Data
was sorted in order to show a chronological evolution. The Modern Period funerary

inscriptions were confronted with available Modern Period statistics, while the Early



Modern Period funerary inscriptions were examined to see if they were or were not in
conformity with periods that are thought to have been mortality crisis events such as

famine or natural disasters.
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