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Hair Ornaments in the Ryukyu Archipelago
from Archaeological Materials

UEHARA, Shizuka

U |

AENI T A7 et R EN ST 2EEZEOEEOHREZHNET 2, & <ITH
. TF. BHO4AEEEZNRIC, TOREDCKBENC BT 2ABEBEL, PiotHAED
e 5 REEICDOVWTER Lz, 2L CHERaH OB E O, HEOHH 2.0 s T
HMEBEOEBEEZZ T TNS I L, FOHEZEOHEITIITHHADS THEMKNY RICH
T LuBERLI,

F-U—R B M. FF. B 2L MEMRH

Abstract

This paper aims to grasp the actual state of the hair ornaments unearthed from Gusuku
sites and early-modern tombs, especially four types of combs, kanzashi hairpins, Kougai
hairpins, and tweezers, and to understand their forms and changes over time, as well as
their genealogy in comparison with the Middle and Early Modern Japan. Moreover, it
is discussed that the culture of hairpins and mage (topknot or chignon) in the Ryukyu
Early Modern Period is influenced by tributary system of China, particularly during the
Ming Dynasty, and that the production of these hair ornaments is backed by the medieval

Japanese metalworking techniques.
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