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Characteristics and Changes of “Stone Pit” Associated with Building Feature
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Characteristics and Changes of "Stone Pit" Associated with Building Feature

in the Ryukyu Islands

Shizuka UEHARA

Abstract

This paper deals with the characteristics of stone pits from the Gusuku Period to the later modern
period in the Ryukyu Islands, referring to their functions through all the features from all periods.
First, names of the features are sorted out, and considering the research history, the typological
examination lacking in the previous studies is conducted. Then, sixteen types are classified based
on plan shapes by associating with the processing of the bottom and wall surfaces related to the use
and function. Finally, the chronological changes of the four types are identified, and the emergence
period and changes in function are clarified. As for the functions, new insights such as the moisture
control pit under the floor of the building are assumed, and the room for future study is explored. By
correlating the changes in the location of residential areas with the development of inland areas due
to the acceptance of agriculture after the Gusuku Period, and the poor water resource environment in
the central and southern Okinawa Islands, stone pits can be positioned as a water utilization system
or fertilizer recycling system, and changes in functional differentiation can be captured. Furthermore,
the cultural historical significance that the features appear in the Gusuku Period and disappear during

postwar urbanization is discussed.



