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A investigation of chiseled ornaments in full-sized old Ryukyuan bingata paper
stencil patterns held in Okinawa Prefectural University of Arts
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O Abstract[

This research concerns the complete selection of full-sized old Ryukyuan bingata
paper stencils which are among the holdings of the Okinawa Prefectural University
of Arts. The chiseled-ornament patterns were categorized and statistically analyzed,
including analysis of ornamental combinations. Combinations of chiseled ornaments
and other ornamentation suggest hidden meanings originating primarily in Chinese
art and reveal possibilities for the formation of the designs in which the Ryukyu
people's Omoi (emotive spirit) 1s entrusted.

Additionally, a tabulation was made of the number of appearances of chiseled ani-
mal ornaments found in those old Ryukyu bingata full-size paper stencils, and of
animal images found in four moyou hinagata (design books) patterns of Edo-period
Japan. Comparison of the numbers reveals that the selection of subject and fre-

quency of appearance are remarkably different.
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