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Special feature : Web2.0 and library. Associative OPAC based on user’s profile. Yoshitake TOYAMA (Okinawa
International University, 2-6-1 Ginowan, Ginowan city, Okinawa 901-2701 JAPAN)

Abstract : OPAC users may use the same search query, but depending on the users’ profiles (knowledge,

background), they might be trying to express different concepts and their information need might differ. We can

expect to develop an OPAC system, which can obtain higher user satisfaction, by modifying search results view,

sorted by users’ profiles. Existing OPAC search system, which provides results by string search, lacks

flexibility. Therefore, OPAC is insufficient as a search tool. Aiming to lessen the above mentioned problem, I
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incorporated users’ book borrowing histories into the system as a factor for making a proper judgment and
developed a new OPAC system at Okinawa International University. The new OPAC system uses an associative
search technology, not the conventional string search method, to achieve flexible search results.

Keywaords : OPAC / information retrieval / lending history / lending information / association / associative

retrieval / user oriented / Okinawa International University
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