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The Fomation and Change of Densyogiku (cultivated by growth
inhibition method) production District
— A case study at the Syodo Island —

The production of flowering plants in Shodo Island started in or around 1937 having originated
from the outdoor cultivation of yellow marigolds and margueritesused as cut flowers. Focusing on
the production‘of Denshogiku. in particular, Shodo island was one of the four major Denshogiku —
producing centers in Japan. In postwar days. the initiation of full — scale floficulture in Ikeda—machi
was meant for aggressive introduction of more profitable crops. thereby replacing olives and blue ap-
ples which were on the decline in those days. In 1947, the Ikeda—machi famers began to raise Ro-
jigiku (outdoor chrysanthemum) taking advantage of their outdoor floficultural know—how estab-
lished in prewar days.

On the other hand, some of the leading local farmers began to practice Denshogiku culture with
the aim of putting it on the market in the year—end season when the price of chrysanthemums
tended to turn upward. The Densyogiku culture, which had originally been practiced in Toyohasi
City for experimental purposes, was introduced around 1950 by Mr. Fujimoto who was one of the
outstanding local farmers, and spread throughout the Ikeda—machi area thereafter. Ikeda—machi
made steady progress as a Denshogiku—production region, but Typhoon No. 17 of 1976 had a de-
vastating effect on this region. In spite of the disaster, the municipal autorities launched the Second
Structual Improvement Project in 197679, and production faclilities in Ikeda—machi became more
enlarged as a result of the project. A collective production center with 40 hectares of Denshogiku
and 20 hectares of Rojigiku crops was established in 1985. In recent years, Densyogiku production
has expanded even to Tonosho—machi, a village adjacent tolkeda—machi.

In Tonosho—machi, there 70 chrysantherﬁum raisers (farmers) with 10 hactares of raising area in
1985. The acreage under cultivation per farmhouse averaged 0.5 hectere, of which 7 to 10 ares
were used for the production of flowerring plants including Denshogiku. Most of these chrysanthe-
mum producers were doubly engaged in the cultivation of paddy—rice plants and regular crops.
Their gross income per 10 ares amounted to ¥200,000 in paddy rice and ¥3,000,000 in Denshogi-
ku, showing that Denshogiku was virtually the key product in Tonosho—machi.

The chrysanthemum cultivation in Tonosho—machi is characterized by four different types of flor-
icultire : 1) production of Rojigiku focusing on the summer and autumn chrysanthemums of
slow—growing kind; 2) half—Denshogiku cultivation of Rojigiku; 3) year—end shipment of products
by means of Densho; and 4) cultivation preparing for the February—March shipment of products by
means of Densho.

Among these different patterns of chrysanthemum culture, Type 1) tends to be practiced in the Yon-



nomi district of Tonosho—machi, which Type 3) is a pattern peculiar to the Tonosho district which
is located alongside Ikeda Bay. All these chrysanthemums are shipped. to the Osaka market through
the joint choice and sale procedures of Shodo-Agicultual Cooperative. The tendency toward regional
differentiation like this allows the September—April Shipment to the Market (mainly to the Osaka
market) to stabilized on a long—term basis, and has become a facter that leads to the creatibn of a

particular producing center.



