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A Study of Okinawan Miki
(Summary)

Yoshiharu Heshiki

Since the Ritsu-Ryo Society, the era of rapid acculturation under the
dominance of Chinese Culture, undistilled rice-mold gake has been the nation-
al wine in Japanese main lands. On the other hand, in the Ryukyus where cul-
tural contact with Chinese was sporadic until the end of the fourteenth cent-
ary when the Ryukyuan Dynasty was enrolled in the protectorate system of the
Ming Dynasty, sake fermented by masticated grain had been an essential offer-
ing at religious rites, and distilled rice-sake, awamori, had been diffusing
as rsour saker over the domain.

Kings of the Ryukyuan Dynasty had engaged in foreign trade with countries
in the South in the beginning of the fifteenth century long before Japanese

feudal lords dared to set forward the south-sea trade the trails of the
Ryukyuan vessels reached as far as the shores of Malay Peninsula and Java.
Distillation of awamori was, thus, originated through the contact with the
cultures of the South. Kinichiro Sakaguchi writes in his book Nippon no Sa-
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ke, it was in the Aguchi-Momoyama period that the brewery of shochu ( liquor
made by distilling lees of the rice-mold gake ) had begun. It is clear from
Ryukyu-koku-yuraiki ( source books of the Ryukyu Kingdom ) that awamori had
been regarded as an essential offering on the occasion of communal fertility-
rites in the early eighteenth century. But this does not mean that awamori
had excluded other kinds of sake for sacred use.

Although the folkways of masticating sake has been lost in this century,
any kind of hand-made miki ( sacred gake ) is still nowadays credited with
symbolic meanings of collective representation. Liquor of Western and Ja-
panese brands as well as geishu ( Japanese rice-mold sake ) is availadle for
anyone in his profane life. Yet, we can find numbers of villages where in
case of communal rites hand-made miki must be ready together with ugushii

( ceremonial term for awamori ) . Ceremonial brewery is women’s task except
in a few villages. Current hand-made miki can be classified into nine types.

Most of ‘them are of prototype sake, including those types of mere juice of
raw rice and of rice gruel, each of which nevertheless is called miki.

I intended in this paper to show the tenacity and richness of Okinawan
Culture by way of a diachronic study of miki brewery; the tenacity to keep
tight the integrity of the Culture at the cost of replacement or abbreviation
Of its elements, and, as a result, the richness of the indigenousness in
these days.
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