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The novel is a form of art, perhaps.not a very exalted one, but a form of art nevertheless.
It is not concerned with instruction. It is not concerned withreform. It offers entertain-
ment and if it is a good novel it offers intelligent entertainment. People who are
interested in juvenile delinquency, the prison system and so forth would be better advised
to read the books written about them by the experts on these particular subjects. The
proper aim of the novelist is to create characters and devise a story which will enable
him to display them. If you like to call him a mere story teller of course you are at
liberty to do so ...... The point I want to make is that the story teller by the nature of
his gift, by his peculiar feeling for the circumstances of his time, by his choice of people
to write about, by the kind of stories he tells offers a criticism of life. He may not know
he is doing this, it may be far from his intention, but he does it willy-nilly. My conclusion
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is that there is no such thing as a mere story teller .
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For the disadvantages and dangers of the author’s calling are offset by an advantage so
great as to make all its difficulties, disappointments, and maybe hardships, unimportant.
It gives him spiritual freedom. To him life is a tragedy and by his gift of creation he
enjoys the catharsis, the purging of pity and terror, which Aristotle tells us is the object
of art. For his sins and his follies, the unhappiness that befalls him, his unrequited love,
his physical defects, illness, privation, his hopes abandoned, his griefs, humiliations,
everything is transformed by his power into material, and by writing it he can overcome
it
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He does well only to write to liberate his spirit of a subject that he has so long meditated
that it burdens him, and if he is wise he will take care to write only for the sake of his.
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own peace .

The artist produces for the liberation of his soul. It is his nature to create as it is the
nature of water to run down hill. It is not for nothing that artists have called their works
the children of their brains and likened the pains of production to the pains of childbirth.
It is something like an organic thing that develops, not of course only in their brains, but
in their heart, their nerves, and their viscera, something that their creative instinct evolves
out of the experiences of their soul and their body, and that at last becomes so oppressive
that they must rid themselves of it. When this happens they enjoy a sense of liberation
and for one delicious moment rest in peace. But unlike human mothers they lose interest
very soon in the child that is born. It is no longer a part of them. It has given them its

satisfaction, and now their souls are open to a new 1mpregnat10n
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It is an excitement that gives me a sense of exhilaration, intellectual but suffused with
sensuality, a feeling of well-being in which I seem to discern a sense of power and of
liberation from human ties; at the same time I feel in myself a tenderness which is rich

with human sympathy; I feel rested, at peace, and yet spiritually aloof
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It may be that in goodness we may see, not a reason for life nor an explanation of it, but
an extenuation. In this indifferent universe, with its inevitable evils that surround us
from the cradle to the grave, it may serve, not as a challenge or a reply, but as an
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affirmation of our own independence .
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The scientific world of which I thus obtained a cursory glimpse was rigidly materialistic,
and because its conceptions coincided with my own prpossessions I embraced them with
alacrity; 'For men,” as Pope observed, ‘let them say what they will, never approve any
other’s sense, but as it squares with their own.” I was glad to learn that the mind of man
(himself the product of natural causes) was a function of the brain subject like the rest
of his body to the laws of cause and effect, and that these laws were the same as those
that governed the movements of star and atom. I exulted at the thought that the universe
was no more than a vast machine in which every event was determined by a preceding
event so that nothing could be other than it was. These conceptions not only appealed
to my dramatic instinct; they filled me besides with a very delectable sense of liberation.
With the ferocity of youth I welcomed the hypothesis of the Survival of the Fittest. «-----
I believed that we were wretched puppets at the mercy of a ruthless fate; and that, bound
by the inexorable laws of nature, we were doomed to take part in the ceaseless struggle
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for existence with nothing to look forward to but inevitable defeat. .
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------ , but I have never quite lost the sense that my living life was a mirage .in which I did

this and that because that was how it fell out, but which, even while I was playing my
4 part in it, I could look at from a distance and know for the mirage it was. When I look
back on my life with its successes and its failures, its endless errors, its deceptions and
its fulfilments, its joys and miseries, it seems to me strangely lacking in reality. It is
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shadowy and unsubstantial .
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------ , but now I am an old man, I can be no one’s rival, for I have retired from the hurly-
burly and ensconced myself not uncomfortably on the shelf. Any ambition I may have
had has long since been satisfied. I contend with none not because none is worth my
strife, but because I have said my say and I am well pleased to let others occupy my small
place in the world of letters. I have done what I wanted to do and now silence becomes
me. I am told that in these days you are quickly forgotten if you do not by some new

work keep your name before the public, and I have little doubt that it is true. Well, I am



prepared for that. When my obituary notice at last appears in The Times, and they say:
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“What, I thought he died years ago,” my ghost will gently chuckle.
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The work of art, I decided, was the crowning product of human activity, and the final
justification for all the misery, the endless toil, and the frustrated strivings of humanity.
So that Michelangelo might paint certain figures on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, so
that Shakespeare might write certain speeches and Keats his odes, it seemed to me worth
while that untold millions should have lived and suffered and died. And though I
modified this extravagance later by including the beautiful life among the works of art
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that alone gave a meaning to life, it was still beauty that I valued.
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The value of art, like the value of the Mystic Way, lies in its effects. If it can only give
pleasure, however spiritual that pleasure may be, it is of no great consequence, or at least
of no more consequence than a dozen oysters and a pint of Montrachet. If it is a solace,

that is well enough; the world is full of inevitable evils and it is good that man should



have some hermitage to which from time to time he may withdraw himself; but not to
escape them, rather to gather fresh strength to face them. For art, if it is to be reckoned
as one of the great values of life, must teach men humility, tolerance, wisdom, dnd
magnanimity. The value of art is not beauty, but right action.------ Its only importance is
that it should give us here and now the aesthetic thrill and that this aesthetic thrill should
move us to works. If it is to be anything more than a self-indulgence and an occasion for
selfcomplacency, it must strengthen your character and make it more fitted for right
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action.

TE-LADREBZORFEKZEE B TEEEI YO TRIFIETE SRV ET 5, Z AR
Ewdk, EEE KTéL&T& 7 e AMN=TWZHONDE LI CABOEBELIEAHIC L
SN, BASNLEOURSTHDE, BLEVLIDI—EOHTHY . BYOHEH LR DT
Hbo BE,FELDAMN—TRTIICALGNE LD B ABOBEER b >72h D%, R b
Vw77 NOBEDAENEINIZDTHD ., BEDELFEHIEL-DICEEDOALE
RYPREBBERE B> TOBEDTH L, ERXNTIE—LDEZHIF, H3vr 7o 7 T
(there is no permanence in the judgement of beauty.) (p.196) & 7k~ 2 S, MEEE
RPBRDDOEFEET TETVL IS FEUCIBERB LBV DL TEBMRTHES L &
B ESITHNIRBIRED DL IR LHML T2, THEANY R, O EAKT —< 3.
(FEHOZLELTDEDR THD  ZHRERDEMIVZH BN TCEBE TR 1h 2407
DHD, MMFHEDEDETH S, 2L TIDT—<id, ANV v 7 IV ROBFEICE->T
%ﬁéhfwéoﬁm%i?«f%%%kbfé%@*%%%ﬁmitamﬁ TEHUOTE
D, ARV I TY RIREDBETH S5 HEEAMHRU S L5110, BlEL bFFT &£
DHNEEBET 2 £2210H 20, FICALEIC, T—LDOBEOTITIIENKREICS
EHL.ECZRHCFHORBETHLINE T, ERENEF -T2 L2 £ 2,
EONBERETZDRIETHD ., EOEHRNEERBROTIC 2 2 E0MHNEIIER SN2
EWIbITH3, .
—VEROXFEEROF TEENERSA SN L DIF, BEOHRIT, BEORBEIZL->T
FEDOUONTHEDEETRBH TELVLLSTH S, BPFOBEIEDLD &3 TIRT
MHEADEFICL > TAMOBEORAIRELZ > bDLn by, £, R—AWOBIR%E
TERVSTH, MELLIABEC L > TABOL ODESIIZOHREEZ 2, ZOLIKE
BrzBERTRERLAMOEZZBHAN: b OMRKICRE I, EE, FRHOBEE IR
THICCEREZRTL2ONETH L, T—L2REIEBRITHY . 2OBRSIRBITHD .
P9 LRADZ A DEFR %% THAEERNEE, TABOB AN REBEFH L EE
EROEGHFAM, B0 H SN2 EEFRNZRBELICHASENE LS, —DOD
AXLCEEENS Z el BREEEEECHEIL 2056, BAME 2 TEET 2



SABEORME L ZfAIr. 2ESE5T—vE L, FhizowTEEZES L, NELZNRK
% 2 AFIOAMIZ D O THEB LT TR E B OERTH o 12,

FALARY A B2 Y FEOV TV 71 3HMbETHS. L T57 - ML, 1
BRI (EEizowTE. ZOERTIR, FHOSBOEEOHHEL LTRZ >, HEX=
£ LI ERSHULT 2, FHOV TV FARETHL LI EFER, AR EEMREE
BU. EBIz LT, JHECHRRWED BARICRELENGIE, HERHLENTD
%3 VLt 5, TOFHEOY T T4 REBLETHD & T HRNERRD 2 HOBER
EORE L HICRER ST, 2OBCESIC b EOHEEE LTOE» SEREh, &
LIRDEH B DBEARA N v 7TV R THD, 105 T0L D %E—LOWHME
DEERPHTELLERAROERL T2 EEA-OEMI ZREOE £ ¥ 5 BRCE
fish, 2OBEEHETL200 FTJOHN; THS,

TN, R FOEBERD S5 Y —DEE)

THETHMATELE—L0FEREGOIAA R, HE-REOBVEVERIT S L
3 HEEREO B EERE NS BB O MEE 2 AR B & FRT 5 RAORML L,
FNAREL LD L LTEEH» THS SN ERERP BT L, HFLOMEEZRERT
2B NEER, ZOBETERBINIZFRTOMFICAS ZLic k> THELE 2, HEBRK
READBDTHD, INETHBL TELIABOR. TALARY 2y TR I HFHL
LTV THITION; ZBOFEAABIZAONS XL, BHOBHERD T, kX
RN X . R S RERE T 2820 0 AMERERMEEV, ZOFEVOHL S HEEROF
BEFIC LT, BLUGOEEE2 LS BRE L 2, M. COBMICET 3 I
74V y FRARE, AN v Iy RREME. 7)) —EFREERR LV HERNEE
WiEH 20, ZOZDODEFKICBT2EF—T7ORBHOLEAZEFEMUE>TVDEEWVZ D,

CRITIDF s (1944%E) I AEDOEERIIC H72 5 T — LAT0ROBEOIERTH D . ZDFHE b
“the crawning triumph”(Time, April 24,1944) & 7>“unbelievably cheap and trifling” (H.L.
Binsse, Commonweal, (April 28, 1944) ¥ »icRESNS & 5 CRBETMRICbIND, 1
s, HERBISEL EE-> THEHCHFRBREF Y., BHERIITHT 5 FEARKOVTHS
W3 ERVEDLE T 2BLEFESREW LRI L ZOFERIINT ZARBE . TN
FE L5005 8% 22 T—LREMFEFORA I — LTAE R 2 HAEEL LD LK -
Fro BT, ZOERICHBEEZ 2FEORLEATORELETH o2V ), BifL
W5%tﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁﬁ%Tf\AE«@@ﬁ%ﬁitﬁit%wﬁ%@éxéé@ﬁ\:
DERICIEH 51205 ThH D, HERS NI DIZ19445F, FETRMFRABERF T, KEAE
SEBHAME L L b b o T, KEOHES: 5 OMCHRN AR KES k SER L%
fro BB, HE LV EGLRGHLEET T, AL, BB, MEERUEFLO



ﬁ%m%<@%%#éntf@55:aﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁé5:t?b6o%:mﬂﬁkﬁ‘
@ﬁﬁ%\ﬁxh%Aﬁ%%&%ﬁT@ﬁént&ﬁ%ﬁ‘A%wﬁwwﬁﬁ%wwgﬁm
ﬁ<%§ﬁ%£%%ﬁﬁmﬁ?éﬁ%ﬁ;i%%iszﬁﬁt&%i5&EW%ﬁbéﬁ
%@AQ@@%%QEE%T%%@&LT\Z@W%M%Mﬁﬁ%&ﬁ%%fmt®f%&
A=V —RBHFRIRT—F e mp =220 (oo EMcT a2 T
m%%bwﬁﬁ%@ﬂbtﬁf\%—AE@ELV&%%%éwKﬁbaﬁ%\<%ﬁ%£%
Kﬁ?é%ﬁ@&u\%Z&Kﬁmtmféﬁﬁ®ﬁmttf\t@iofmtoﬁﬁ\%
i, SEORMULHEORRE LT, EBELTH, FEOFBELTH, AL LEL
CHE R BRI E F 5 & 5 12 o 72,) L b, IR NBTERE DG, (A, 70—
=Y IN=F Ty RO (77> Y e Tz T2 0), ERy (T4 R« 5T 52) Bx
%wwﬁﬁ@&xbti—tbfﬁﬁfw%o:@iﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁméﬁTéW%ﬁW%r%
ADAs TH21:DTH%, ZORREBEE LA L 2P T —LDRBIIONT, T—1
V—@\it&%—A@ﬁE@éat%%@Kﬁ?éﬁ®~ou\ﬁﬁEﬁ%%ﬁébfﬁ
RELDICE L CE RS CARBIDIE L AL WA OEETH S, e . TEonig
EAEODHEFRERRD 3D 2T > TORLI L o7, BOMEIE—TH AR DS
4WJﬂ%ﬁﬁ—ﬁﬁﬁ@iﬁbﬁ@ﬁ?%ﬁﬁ%&%bfwti5E\mﬁui%%®%>
AXD DNy (19445) 3 Z DEFROBHE L 5 2 Torz, BRELSERL>DT2 20rH
TRERENE G > TOREHE, T—Ah—4h S & FLIEERICH . LT,
EIBD, E=LOERERA TS L, ROV Fr—F « a—FLOSEIZALNE LS
2, OB TR ENZVEHERZ LR LH, b ERBRERL B89 H2 2 L LHE T
Hb,

The Razor’s Edge, like Of Human Bondage, answers few or no questions, but leads the
reader to ask himself questions about good and evil, justice and injustice, fact and
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superstition, the good life and the wasted life.
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I 'suppose if 1 belonged to the modern school of story writers, I should write it just as it
is and leave it. It goes against the grain with me. I want a story to have forrri, and [ don’t
see how you can give it that unless you can bring it to a conclusion that leaves no
legitimate room for questioning. But even if you could bring yourself to leave the reader
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up in the air you don’t want to leave yourself up in the air with him.
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Another reason that has caused me to embark upon this work with apprehension is that
the persons I have chiefly to deal with are American. It is very difficult to know people
and I don’t think one can ever really know any but one’s own countrymen. For men and
women are not only themselves; they are also the region in which they were born, the
city apartment or the farm in which they learnt to walk, the games they played as
children, the old wives’ tales they overheard, the food they ate, the schools they attended,
the sports they followed, the poets they read, and the God they believed in. It is all these
things that have made them what they are, and these are the things that you can’t
come to know by hearsay, you can only know them if you have lived them. You can only
know them if you are them. And because you cannot know persons of a nation foreign
to you éxcept from observation, it is difficult to give them credibility in the pages of a
book. Even so subtle and careful anobserver as Henry James, though he lived in England
for forty years, never managed to create an Englishman who was through and through
English .
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This book consists of my recollections of a man with whom I was thrown into close

contact only at long intervals, and I have little knowledge of what happened to him in
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I have invented nothing. To save embarrassment to people still living I have given to the
persons whoplay a part in this story names of my own contriving,and I have in other ways
taken pains to make sure that no one should recognize them. The man I am writing
about is not famous. It may be that he never will be. It may be that when his life at last
comes to an end he will leave no more trace of his sojourn on earth than a stone thrown
into a river leaves on the surface of the water. Then my book, if it is read at all, will
be read only for what intrinsic interest it may possess. But it may be that the way of
life that he has chosen for himself and the peculiar strength and sweetness of his
character may have an ever-growing influence over his fellow men so that, long after his
death perhaps, it may be realized that there lived in this age a very remarkable
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The Yogi sat on a low dais on a tiger skin and in front of him was a small brazier in
which incense was burning. Its scent was agreeable to the nostrils. Now and again a
disciple came forward and lit another stick. The faithful sat on the floor. Some were

reading; others meditated. Presently two strangers came in with a basket of fruit,

prostrated themselves before the Yogi and presented their offering. He accepted it with

a slight inclination of the head and motioned to a disciple'to take it away; he spoke

kindly for a little to the strangers and then with another little inclination of the head
signified to them that they were to withdraw. They prostrated themselves again and
went and sat among the rest of the faithful. Then the Yogi became abstracted in
meditation, a little shiver seemed to pass through all who were there, and I tiptoed out
of the ha114.8 (TA Writer’s Notebooky — F#RERIZB[BEZIC L 3)



We had brought a basket of fruit to present to him, as I was informed was the graceful
custom.
——The Swami accepted it with a slight inclination of the head and motioned to a

9
disciple to take it away4. ("ER DB S )

I found a young man at the entrance of the compound and asked him if I could see the

Yogi. I'd brought with me the basket of fruit which is the customary gift to offer. In a

few minutes the young man came back and led me into a long hall with windows all
around it. In one corner Shri Ganesha sat in the attitude of meditation on a raised dais
covered with a tiger skin. “I've been expecting you,” he said. I was surprised, but
supposed my friend of Madura had told him something about me. But he shook his head
when I mentioned his name. [ presented my fruit and he told the young man to take it
away. ("THE RAZOR'S EDGE; — Fi#i33| &I k 2)
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It is the universal custom. From the beginning of literature authors have had originals
for their creations. «----- Turgenev stated thet he could not create a character at all unless
as a starting point he could fix his imagination on a living person. I suspect that the
writers who deny that they use actual persons deceive themselves :----- or deceive us.
When they tell the truth and have in fact had no particular person in mind it will be
found, I think, that they owe their characters rather to their memory than to their
creative instinct, ------ I should say that the practice of drawing characters from

actual models is not only universal, but necessary. I do not see why any writer

should be ashamed to acknowledge it. As Turgenev said, it is only if you have a definite



person in your mind that you can give vitality and idiosyncrasy to your own creation.
[ insist that it is a creation. We know very little even of the persons we know most
intimately: we do not know them enough to transfer them to the pages of a book and
make human beings of them. People are too elusive, too shadowy, to be copied; and they
are also too incoherent and contradictory. The writer does not copy his originals; he
takes what he wants from them, a few traits that have caught his attention, a turn of
mind that has fired his imagination, and therefrom constructs his character. He is not
concerned whether it is a truthful likeness; he is concerned only to create a plausible
harmony convenient for his own purposes. So different may be the finished product from
the original that it must be a common experience of authors to be accused of having
drawn a life-like portrait of a certain person when they had in mind someone quite
different. Further, it is just chance whether the author chooses his models from persons
with whom he is intimately connected or not. It is often enough for him to have caught
a glimpse of someone in a tea-shop or chatted with him for a quarter of an hour in a ship’s
smoking-room. All he needs is that tiny, fertile substratum which he can then build up
by means of his experience of life, his knowledge of human nature and his native

1l
Intuition.
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WHEN I recovered from my illness the war was over. I went to China. I went with the



feelings of any traveller interested in art and curious to see what he could of the
manners of a strange people whose civilization was of great antiquity; but I went also
with the notion that I must surely run across men of various sorts whose acquaintance
would enlarge my experience. I did. I filled note-books with descriptions of places and
persons and the stories they suggested. I became aware of the specific benefit I was
capable of getting from travel; before, it had been only an instinctive feeling. This was
freedom of the spirit on the one hand, and on the other, the collection of all fnanner of
persons who might serve my purposes. After that I travelled to many countries. I
journeyed over a dozen seas, in liners, in tramps, in schooners; I went by train, by car,
by chair, on foot, or on horseback. I kept my eyes open for character, oddness, and
personality. I learnt very quickly when a place promised me something and then I waited

till I had got it. Otherwise I passed on. I accepted every experience that came Wa;.
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We were due for a spot of leave early in March, in ’eighteen that was, and we made our
plans beforehand. There wasn’t a thing we weren’t going to do. The day before we were
to go we were sent up to fly over the enemy lines and bring back reports of what we saw.
Suddenly we came bang up against some German planes, and before we knew where we
were we were in the middle of a dogfight. One of them came aftr me, but I got in first.
I took a look to see if he was going to crash and then out of the corner of my eye I saw
another plane on my tail. I dived to get away from him, but he was on to me like a flash
and I thought 1 was done for; then I saw Patsy come down on him like a streak of
lightning and give him all he’d got. They’d had enough and sheered off and we made for
home. My machine had got pretty well knocked about and I 6n1y just made it. Patsy got



in before me. When I got out of my plane they’d just got him out of his. He was lying
on the ground and they were waiting for the ambulance to come up. When he saw me
he grinned.

“I got that blighter who was on your tail,” he said.

‘““What’s the matter, Patsy?” I asked.

““Oh, it’s nothing. He winged me.”

‘He was looking deathly white. Suddenly a strange look came over his face. It had
just come to him that he was dying, and the possibility of death had never so much as
crossed his mind. Before they could stop him he sat up and gave a laugh.

“Well I'm jiggered,” he said.

‘He fell back deags.
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1 don’t think I shall ever find peace till I make up my mind about things,’ he said gravely.
He hesitated. ‘It’s very difficult to put into words. The moment you try to you feel
embarrassed. You say to yourself: “Who am I that I should bother my head about this,
that, and the other? Perhaps it’s only because I'm a conceited prig. Wouldn't it be better
to follow the beaten track and let what’s coming to you come?” And then you think of

a fellow who an hour before was full of life and fun, and he’s lying dead; it’s all so cruel



and so meaningless. It’s hard not to ask vourself what life is all about and whether

. AR
there’s any sense to it or whether it’s all a tragic blunder of blind fate.

LA, BROMERE KO TEETHORKICH 2,

7V -2HODOBERERD, NEDEEEZRO THOBBIZ. L1/ —F « 25— 710
ZE, EODRFEICKSENE, 770 A (5Y) KT, 2FEEFLCEEOHATALDE
REHRRT 205, HE—LETRBEDTSHENBFONT, [TELHEL TRDB LD ITHE
TS5 ex2RU, MMLAORILTHRICR M, 2I TR —5 > FAOBEOFED
FT, MROBDDIAT 4 ICMFEIN, F U R M ERICBELE LD (BB,
FAY (R¥) THUAMRDOMFITAL, 93 » BIEERAT 14 7 MROBGERERE % %
2H. LOWREEFD I ENTERL (B R, A1 v TEM2EL THEEADEE S
s BN, BCBOLI22RUS (BZEE, 1V F (RoxA) TF—<+27)yva)HE
fllcRe, By XA—#eF U, HRLHEOREER 2, NTEVHDY 2 « AL YD
F 22 & - THBRY s EH (enligtenment) 218 2, BB, 7V —i3 MUEDED. (&
DE—t) Z@BL TLOVLE2E2 (BN, ZORBOEMIZ S Y —OBETH O iz
CHRIEFEZIT DI ER2BHR L, TRTION D27 743 v 7 AR B D TH D, WIT, B
BECIEL T, IREBONEEFEL <AL T,

Y FDE—LKIZ (It may be that in one of the blind alleys I may find something to
my purpose.” ‘What is your purpose?” He hesitated a moment. ‘That’s just it. 1 don’t quite
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that there was in the soul of that boy some confused striving, whether of half-thought out
ideas or of dimly felt emotions I could not tell, which filled him with a restlessness that
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‘It doesn’t surprise me that you don’t understand Larry,’ I said, ‘because I'm pretty
sure he doesn’t understand himself. If he’s reticent about his aims it may be that it’s
because they're obscure to him. Mind you, I hardly know him and this is only guesswork:
isn’t it possible that he’s looking for something, but what it is he doesn’t know, and
perhaps he isn’t even sure it’s there? Perhaps whatever it is that happened to him during
the war has left him with a.restlessness that won’t let him be. Don’t you think he may

be pursuing an ideal that is hidden in a cloud of unknowing—like an astronomer looking



for a star that only a mathematical calculation tells him exists?’
‘I feel that something’s troubling him.’
‘His soul? It may be that he’s a little frightened of himself. It may be that he has no
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confidence in the authenticity of the vision that he dimly perceives in his mind’s eye.
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‘Let’s be sensible. A man must work, Larry. It’s a matter of self-reSpect. This is a young

country, and it’s a man’s duty to take part in its activities. Henry Maturin was saying



only the other day that we were beginning an era that would make the achievements of
the past look like two bits. He said he could see no limit to our progress and he’s
convinced that by 1930 we shall be the richest and greatest country in the world. Don’t
you think that’s terribly exciting?’

‘Terribly.’

‘There’s never been such a chance for a young man. I should have thought you’d be
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proud to take part in the work that lies before us. It’s such a wonderful adventure .
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Isabel had been broutght up in a certain way and she accepted the princples that had been
instilled‘ into her. She did not think of money, because she had never known what it was
not to have all she needed, but she was instinctively aware of its importance. It meant
power, influence, and social consequence. It was the natural and obvious thing that a
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man should earn it. That was his plain life’s work.
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‘When are you coming back to Chicago?

‘Chicago? 1 don’t know. I haven’t thought of it.’

‘You said that if you hadn’t got what you wanted after two years you’d give it up as
a bad job.

‘I couldn’t go back now. I'm on the threshold. I see vast lands of the spirit stretching
out before me, beckoning, and I’'m eager to travel them.’

‘What do you expect to find in them?’
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“The answers to my questions.” He gave her a glance that was almost playful, so that
except that she knew him so well, she might have thought he was speaking in jest. ‘I want
to make up my mind whether God is or God is not, I want to find out why evil exists.

I want to know whether I have an immortal soul or whether when I die it’s the
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end.’
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With me he’s always been angelic. ...... We had a good time. I shall always be grateful to
him for that. He made me very happy.) £ L 22 %, (I suppose I diddn’t really love him,
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‘Unless love is passion, it’s not love, but something else; and passion thrives not on sat-
isfaction, buton impediment. .....‘Passion doesn’t count the cost. Pascal said that the heart
has its reasons that reason takes no account of. If he meant what 1 think, he meant that
when passion seizes the heart it invents reasons that seem not only plausible but con-
clusive to prove that the world is well lost for love. It convinces you that honour is well
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sacrificed and that shame is a cheap price to pay. Passion is destructive.
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If thou wilt accept shame and disgrace, scourging, a crown of thorns and death on the

cross, thou shalt save the human race, for greater love hath no man than this, that a man



lay down for his life for his friends. Jesus fell.
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I only wanted to suggest to you that self-confidence is a passion so overwhelming that
beside it even lust and hunger are trifling. It whirls its victim to destruction in the highest
affirmation of his personality. The object doesn’t matter; it may be worth while or it
may be worthless. No wine is so intoxicating , no love so shattering, no vice so compel-
ling. When he sacrifices himself man for a moment is greater than God, for how can God,
infinite and omnipotent, sacrifice himself? At best he can only sacrifice his only
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begotten son.
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I'd had a lot of time to think. I kept on asking myself what life was for. After all it
was only by luck that I was alive; I wanted to make something of my life, but I didn’t
know what. Id never thought much about God. I began to think about Him now. I
couldn’t understand why there was evil in the world. I knew I was very ignorant; I didn’t

know anyone I could turn to and I wanted to learn, so I began to read at haphazard.
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BoNdLwoT, 7V —%2EMOHREAFES, 705, T —REPIIET AR T
WDTHD, FKiZE—LKIZ (I couldn’t believe, I wnted to believe, but I couldn’t believe
in a God who wasn’t better than the ordinary decent man.) YEED . WaHDAREEL
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SELTOLDERFLLEETHS, E—LR3HEELCLRVDITTIEA L, BiE 7z 7129k D
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When I look back on my life with its successes and its failures, its endless errors,
its deceptions and its fulfilments, its joys and miseries, it seems to me strangely lacking
in reality. It is shadowy and unsubstantial. It may be that my heart, having found rest
nowhere, had some deep ancestral craving for God and immortality which my reason
would have no truck with. In default of anything better it has seemed to me sometimes
that I might pretend to myself that the goodness I have not so seldom after all come
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across in many of those I have encountered on my way had reality.
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If an all-good and all-powerful God created the world, why did He create evil? The
monks said, so that man by conquering the wickedness in him, by resisting tempta-
tion, by accepting pain and sorrow and misfortune as the trials sent by God to purify him,
might at long last be made worthy to receive His grace. It seemed to me like sending a
fellow with a message to some place and just to make it harder for him you constructed
a maze that he had to get through, then dug a moat that he had to swim, and finally
built a wall that he had to scale. I wasn’t prepared to believe in an all-wise God whohadn’t
common sense: I didn’t see why you shouldn’t believe in a God who hadn’t created the
world, but had to make the best of the bad job he’d found, a being enormously better,
wise, and greater than man, who strove with the evil he hadn’t made and who you hoped
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might in the end overcome it. But on the other hand, I didn’t see why you should .
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....... the conception that the universe has no beginning and no end, but passes everlast-
ingly from growth to equilibrium, from equilibriumto decline, from decline to dissolution,

from dissolution to growth, and so on to all eternity
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I asked him if educated, cultured Hindus had still an active belief in Karma and
transmigration. He answered with emphasis. “I absolutely believe in it myself with all the
strength of my being. [am convinced that I have passed through innumerable lives before
this one and that I shall have to pass through I do not know how many more before I
secure release. Karma and transmigration are the only possibile explanations I can see
for the inequalities of men and for the evil of the world. Unless I believed in them I should
think the world meaningless.”

I asked him if, believing this, the Hindu feared death less than the European. He took
a little time to think of his answer, and, as | had already discovered was his way, while
he was considering it, talked of something else so that I thought he was not going to
answer. Then he said: “The Indian is not like the Japanese who has been taught from his
earliest years that life is of no value and that there are a number of reasons for which he
must not hesitate for an instant to sacrifice it. The Indian does not fear death because
it will take him away from life, he fears it because there is uncertainty in what condition
he may be born next. He can have no assurance that he will be born a Brahmin, an angel
or even a God, he may be born a Sudra, a dog or a worm. When he thinks of death it is
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the future he fears.”

ARE. g B 2EW T RN EZOREN S DN 2 & T, OWBELELFHF L b -
TRFANZTE RS20 DTTHE, 7V —i



‘Has it occurred to you that transmigration is at once an explanation and a justification
of the evil of the world? If the evils we suffer are the result of sins committed in our past
lives we can bear them with resignation and hope that if in this one we strive towards
virtue our future lives will be less afflicted. But it’s easy enough to bear our own evils,
all we need for that is a little manliness; what’s intvolerable is the evil, often so unmerited
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in appearance, that befalls others .
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‘Liberation from the bondage of rebirth. According to the Vedantists the self, which they
call the atman and we call the soul, is distinct from the body andits senses, distinct from the
mind and its intelligence; it is not part of the Absolute, for the Absolute, being infinite,
can have no parts, but the Absolute itself. It is uncreéted; it has existed from eternity

and when at last it has cast off the seven veils of ignorance will return to the



infinitude from which it came. It is like a drop of water that has arisen from the sea
and in a shower has fallen into a puddle, then drifts into a brook, finds its way into
a stream, after that into a river, passing through mountain gorges and wide plains,
winding this way and that, obstructed by rocks and fallentrees, till at last it reaches the
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boundless sea from which it rose.’

LHEAT B, TV —OKRDZLOREEREL TRBEFETH 5 HxdFH (the Absalute)
THhH. #hizo % H EE (Reality - Brahman)Th 5 & L T

Reality. You can’t say what it is; you can only say what it isn’t. It’s inexpressible.
The Indians call it Brahman. It’s no where and everywhere. All things imply and
depend upon it. It’s not person, it’s not a thing, it’s not a cause. It has no qualities. It
transcends permanence and change; whole and part, finite and infinite. It is eternal
because its completeness and perfection are unrelated to time. It is truth and free-
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dom .
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For my part I cannot see how consciousness can persist when its physical basis has been

destroyed, and I am too sure of the interconnexion of my body and my mind to think that



any survival of my consciousness apart from my body would be in any sense the survival
of myself. Even if one could persuade oneself that there was any truth in suggestion that
the human consciousness survives in some general consciousness, there would be small
comfort in it, and to be satisfied with the notion that one survives in such spiritual force
as one has produced is merely to cheat oneself with idle words. The only survival that

has any value is the complete survival of the individuafg.
LU, SERDEROFEERICHBITEH UV, WD E S CALEICOWTOREBEE RS,

There is no reason for life and life has no meaning. We are here, inhabitants for a little
while of a small planet, revolving round a minor star which in its turn is a member

of one of unnumbered galaxies. It may be that this planet alone can support life, or it

may be that in other parts of the universe other planets have had the possibility of form-
ing a suitable environment to that substance from which, we suppose, along the vast
course of time the men we are have been gradually created. And if the astronomer
tells us truth this planet will eventually reach a condition when living things can no
longer exist upon it and at long last the universe will attain that final stage of equilib-
rium when nothing more can happen. Aeons and aeons before this man will have disap-
peared. Is it possible to suppose that it will matter then that he ever existed? He will
have been a chapter in the history of the universe as pointless as the chapter in which
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is written the life stories of the strange monsters that inhabited the primeval earth .
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I came to the conclusion that man aimed at nothing but his own pleasure and that when
he sacrificed himself for others it was only an illusion that led him to believe that he was
seeking anything but his own gratification. And since the future was uncertain it was
only common sense to seize every pleasure that the moment offered . I decided, that

right and wrong were merely words and that the rules of conduct were no more
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than conventions that men had set up to serve their own selfish purposes.
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‘It may be that at some far distant day greater insight will show them that they must
look for comfort and encouragement in their own souls. I myself think that the need to
worship is no more than the survival of an old remembrance of cruel gods that had to
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be propitiated. I believe that God is within me or nowhere.
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I sat down under a tree and waited. It was night still, but the stars were pale in the

sky, and day was at hand. I had a strange feeling of suspense. So gradually that I was



hardly aware of it light began to filter through the darkness, slowly, like a mysterious
figure slinking between the trees. I felt my heart beating as though at the approach of
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danger. The sun rose.
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------ how grand the sight was that was displayed before me as the day broke in its
splendour.Those mountains with their deep jungle,the mist still entangled in the treetops,
and the bottomless lake far below me. The sun canght the lake through a cleft in the
heights and it shone like burnished steel. 1 was ravished with the beauty of the world.
I'd never known such exaltation and such a transcendent joy. I had a strange sensation,
a tingling that arose in my feet and travelled up to my head, and I felt as though I were
suddenly released from my body and as pure spirit partook of a loveliness I had never
conceived. I had a sense that a knowledge more than human possessed me, so that
everything that had been confused was clear and everything that had perplexed me was
explained. I was so happy that it was pain and I struggled to release myself from it, for
[ felt that if it lasted a moment longer I should die; and yet it was such rapture that I was
ready to die rather than forgo it. How can I tell you what I felt? No words can tell the
ecstasy of my bliss. When I came to myself I was exhausted and trembling, I fell
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asleep .
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I wish I could make you see how much fuller the life I offer you is than anything you have
a conception of. I wishIcould make you see how exciting the life of the spirit is and how
rich in experience. It’s illimitable. It’s such a happy life. There’s only one thing like it,
when you're up in a plane by yourself, high , high, and only infinity surrounds you. You
are intoxicated by the boundless space. You feel such a sense of exhilaraion that you
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wouldn’t exchange it for all the power and glory in the woi‘ld.
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Isn’t it at least possible that these experiences of oneness with Reality that so many

diverse persons have had point to a development in the human consciousness of a sixth



sense which in the far, far future will be common to all men so that they may have as
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direct a perception of the Absolute as we have now of the objects of sense?
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The spirit of life is strong in us. I felt more alive then, as I sat in my log cabin smoking
my pipe, than I had ever felt before. I felt in myself an energy that cried out to be
expended. It was not for me to leave the world and retire to a cloister, but to live in the
world and love the objects of the world, not indeed for themselves, but for the Infinite
that is in them. If in those moments of ecstasy I had indeed been one with the Absolute,
then, if what they said was true, nothing could touch me and when I had worked out the
karma of my present life I should return no more. The thought filled me with dismay.
I wanted to live again and again. I was willing to accept every sort of life, no matter
what its pain and sorrow; I felt that only life after life, life after life could satisfy my
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eagerness, my vigour, and my curiosity .
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In this game there are’joy and sorrow, virtue and vice, knowledge and ignorance, good
andevil. The game cannot continue if sin and suffering are altogether eliminated from
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the creation .
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I would reject that with all my strength. The best I can suggest is that when the Absolute
manifested itself in the world evil was the natural correlation of good. You could never
have had the stupendous beauty of the Himalayas without the unimaginable horror of a
convulsion of the earth’s crust. The Chinese craftsman who makes a vase in what they
call eggshell porcelain can give it a lovely shape, ornament it with a beautiful design,
stain it a ravishing colour, and give it a perfect glaze, but from its very nature he can’t
| make it anything but fragile. If you drop it on the floor it will break into a dozen frag-
ments. Isn’t it possible in the same way that the values we cherish in the world can only
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exist in combination with evil ?
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But can you for a moment imagine that you, one man, can have any effect on such a

restless, busy, lawless, intensely individualistic people as the people of America? You
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might as well try to hold back the waters of the Mississippi with your bare hands.
EX—LRMNEARZDIZXL .

I can try. It was one man who invented the wheel. It was one man who discovered the

law of gravitation. Nothing that happens is without effect. If you throw a stone in a pond



the universe isn’t quite the same as it was before. It’s a mistake to think that those holy
men of India lead useless lives. They are a shining light in the darkness. They represent
an ideal that is a refreshment to their fellows; the common run may never attain it, but
they respect it and it affects their lives for good. When a man becomes pure and
perfect the influence of his character spreads so that they who seek truth are naturally
drawn to him. It may be that if I lead the life I've planned for myself it may affect others;
the effect may be no greater than the ripple caused by a stone thrown in a pond, but
one ripple causes another, and that one a third; it’s just possible that a few people will
see that my way of life offers happiness and peace, and that they in their turn will
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teach what they have learnt to others.
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He is without ambition and he has no desire for fame; to become anything of a public
figure would be deeply distasteful to him; and it may be that he is satisfied to lead his
chosen life and be no more than just himself. He is too modest to set himself up as an
example to others; but it may be he thinks that a few uncertain souls, drawn to him like
moths to a candle, will be brought in time to share his own glowing belief that ultimate
satisfaction can only be found in the life of the spirit, and that by himself following with
selflessness and renunciation the path of perfection he will serve as well as if he wrote

books or addressed multltudes
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India. Major C. He was a tall, broad-built man, with closecropped brown
hair. It was hard to guess his age. He might not have been more than thirty-five
and he might have been fifty. He had a clean-shaven face, rather large, but with
small features and a short blunt nose. He had an expression of peaceful happiness.
He spoke slowly, but fluently, in rather a loud voice. He smiled a great deal and
laughed frequently. His manner was cheerful. He was very polite and anxious to
do what he could to be pleasant. It was hard to tell if he was intelligent or a little
stupid. He was certainly not widely read. There was something of the boy scout
about him which was disconcerting; he was childishly pleased when the Yogi

came into his room and sat on his chair, and he told me several times that he -

enjoyed privileges that no other inmate of the Ashrama was accorded. His
attitude was a little like that of the schoolboy inclined to boast because he is in the
headmaster’s favour.



He has been living at the Ashrama for two years and by special favour has
been allowed to build his own little shack with a kitchen behind it. He has his own
cook. He does not eat meat or fish or eggs, but has a store of tinned goods from
Madras to help out with the curry and curds that his cook prepares for him. He
drinks nothing but tea.

In his one room is a pallet bed, a table, an arm-chair and another chair, a small
bookcase in which are perhaps fifty books. They are translations of works on the
Vedanta, the Upanishads and so forth, books by the Yogi and books about him. On
the walls are a few small pictures, one of Leonardo’s Christ, a few, hideous, of
Vishnu, cheap coloured prints and a photograph of the Yogi. The walls are
painted green. On the floor a rattan mat.

He wears a sort of Chinese coat and Chinese trousers of white cotton and goes
barefoot.

He has an intense adoration for the Yogi and says that he looks upon him as
the greatest spiritual figure that the world has known since Christ.

He is somewhat reticent about his past. He said he had no one close to him
in England and had travelled a great deal in years gone by, but now, having arrived
there, he had reached his goal and would travel no more. He said that he had found
peace and (over and over again) that the presence and the sight of the Yogi gave
him a spiritual serenity which was beyond all price. I asked him how he spent his
day. In reading, he said, taking his exercise (he has a push-bike and cycles
regularly eight miles a day), and in meditation. He spent many hours a day sitting
in the hall with the Yogi, though often he did not speak more than a few words to
him in a week. But he was a strong man in the prime of life, and I asked him
whether his natural energy had sufficient outlet. He said that he was fortunate in
that he was one of the few persons who had a real desire and liking for meditation;
and that he had always practised it. He added that meditation was a strenuous
exercise and after spending some hours in it one was physically exhausted and had
to lie down and rest. But I could not get from him exactly what he meant by
meditation. I could not understand if he was actively thinking of a certain subject.
When I put before him the Jesuit contemplation of a particular theme, such as the
Passion, he said it was not that at all. He said his effort was to realise the self in
him in communion with the universal self, to separate the I that thinks from the
self, for that, he said, is the infinite. When he had done that, and really seen, or
felt, that the divine in himself was part of the infinite divine he would have reached
enlightenment. He was of a mind to stay there till this happened or till the Yogi
died.

It was hard to make up one’s mind what sort of a man he was. He was
certainly very happy. I had thought to discover something of the truth about him
from what he looked like and from what he said, but I came away completely
puzzled. (TA WRITER’S NOTEBOOK} , pp. 262~264.)
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