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— Chronology for the Funerary Urns of the Modern and Contemporary Periods —

Hiroki MIYAGI
Abstract

Most of the funerary urns (zushigame) in use in the Modern and Contemporary Period
cemeteries of Yoron Island have likely been produced in the Tsuboya Kilns of Naha City in
Okinawa Prefecture. The author conducted a study of the funerary urns of Yoron Island.
This article aims at the establishment of a chronology for the Modern and Contemporary Period
funerary urns of Yoron Island.
It focuses on the joint study of funerary urns mentioning a date in their funerary inscription
that had been reported in Okinawa and funerary urns from Yoron Island.
The study also included interviews that were conducted with potters who used to sell funerary
urns in Yoron Island. The results presented permitted to refine or complete pre-existing
funerary urn typologies of the Modern Period, encompassing funerary urns produced in

Tsuboya between the 1890 s and nowadays.



