HREERRARPHEEHE  Vol.14, No.1 20245 3 A

ME/—b:

R QIR EREZ B D — FEEE DL BICRH L T —
SEEEPS

Some Aspects of Postwar Changes in the Japanese Middle
Classes

NAMIHIRA, Isao

D = |

R HAL, mERAARZRET, 2010 FhEEANED S X TENKLE (GDP) Tl
R fLinolz, TOHEFITIE, WEBENNS OBMBIAOSETBEL, & s L
THREEEXATL ZENREBEREEA SN TVWS,

BIE L C. HEOILRATERM SN TS, BERFIMATBER, Hy@E, aE%sE L
L@, M E, WhOLEAEHEABEBB Lz, 2oEd. FMEEhOLL
oo WHDWLRTA L - AT—@THD, PNSAHMESHEEH TR > THZHADE
PENZSTA, BB 2 fLORBFIERENCENEZ LN, R<A5NTNS,

EZAM, 2023 FEBTE. AAD 1 AS7ZDDGDP DT > F 2 71%, RA VI Tt
FAMERMESNTND, TOERITMEAAZXATELIRI - VI ADHRENRD S &
WO, TOME, HREBIEEHEM L., FAENEEC/R0, REBIZIERD SN,
BNBENERT 2 EEHIT, BERD MR THWDENS,

HL., INMNEHERS, BEHAOKEBEIRESLEHOHEZIA TS I LITR5,

g, HEEOEEE RO DD L, TOEET HE HDHWE TSR TR,
P ENICIIERNSE2BEBO—mZE L5 2 5,

FPS  BRHAORBEME. 2 (B8 BB, PREE. g

Abstract

The present paper deals with some changing aspects of the middle classes in Japan after

the World War Second. As widely known, Japan has experienced relatively long term, about



half a century, economic growth under the auspices of the free world, mainly the United

States.

The results are that Japan has achieved economically the number second in GDP (Gross
Domestic Product) before China takes over the position in 2010. Well, the postwar economic
growth has brought about stability of the middle classes and institutionalization of class
conflicts. Now, about half a century later, the middle classes in Japan are said to be in
crises. The point is that the class structure has been a closed system and upward mobility
cross the class lines has been more difficult than before. Some observers notice the class
system has moved toward a closed system. For instance the newcomers face difficulty to
enter into the new classes. Further the present lines will be the middle class dissolution (or
churyu hokai in Japanese). The writer recognizes certain middle class changes after 1990s,
but disagrees to overall changes implied in "class dissolution" or "class polarization". The
reasons are that the present changes reflect the temporal results of economic instability,
which means that class structure depends mainly on economic trends. This leads to social
mobility upward as well as downward that makes the class system flexible. The paper also
refers to historic changes (or unchanges) for the first time of the class structure in postwar

Japan.
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