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Society vs. Individual in Winter Sonata:
A Study on the Roles of Characters (Part 1)
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Abstract (including Part 2)

The South Korean television drama series Winter Sonata is included in the
category of “love story,” and some critics say that this drama is merely a pure love
story and that it does not have social elements. However, when we examine the details
of the drama carefully, it is proved that the drama apparently has social elements both
in the plot and in the characters: that is, Winter Sonata shows us the relationship
between society and individuals and also the conflict between the forces of society
and those of individuals. Some characters, such as Yong-Gook, Jin Seok, and Sang-
Hyeok, represent social elements of order, tradition, power, falseness, coverage and so
forth. On the other hand, other characters, such as Che-Rin, Joon-sang (Min-Hyeong)
and Yoo-jin, keep their own individuality, and protest the pressures and the forces of
society. And also there are some characters, such as Joon-sang’s mother, Sang-
Hyeok’s father, and Joon-sang himself, who are tortured by the conflict between
society and the individual. This paper examines how each character shows his or her
role in society and as an individual, how some characters are tortured by social forces
but at the same time fight those forces, and finally, why so many viewers have watched

this drama with tremendous enthusiasm.
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